
 
 

 
 

 

Dear Parents         15th July 2021 

 

As you know, the Government is planning to move to ‘Step 4’ of the roadmap from 
19th July.  We wanted to let you know what this means for Ladybirds. It is based on 
the following https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-
need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-
coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-
know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges 

 

19th July onwards: 

We are very pleased that the measures we have adopted to date have managed to 
keep the Ladybirds family safe and well.  We do not envisage making any significant 
changes.  Staff will continue to wear masks to collect and drop the children from you, 
we respectfully ask that you do the same.  Separate entrances will remain.   As 
before, children under the age of 5 years should not be subject to a lateral flow test.  
If an older child or adult tests positive on a lateral flow test they will need to: 

• self-isolate in line with the stay at home guidance  

• book a further test (a lab-based polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test) to confirm 
the result 

• Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate. 

If the PCR test is taken within the 2 days following the positive LFD result, and is 
negative, it overrides the self-test LFD test and your child can return to nursery, 
childminders, school or college, as long as they don’t have COVID-19 symptoms. 

16th August onwards: 

All of the above still apply.  Children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be 
required to self-isolate if they are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close 
contact of a positive COVID-19 case. Instead, children will be contacted by NHS 
Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case and 
advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if 
advised to do so. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


 
 

 
 

 

If you suspect your child has coronavirus or has a positive test 

Do not send your child to their nursery, childminder, school, college or to an entry 
test for a selective school if: 

• they are showing one or more coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms 
• they have had a positive test result 
• there are other reasons requiring them to stay at home, for example, they 

are required to quarantine 
You should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate and what to do. 

If you insist on your child attending nursery, school, or college when they have 
symptoms, they can take the decision to refuse your child if, in their reasonable 
judgement, it is necessary to protect other pupils and staff from possible infection 
with COVID-19. Their decision would need to be carefully considered in light of all 
the circumstances and current public health advice. 

Financial support to care for a child who is self-isolating 

You may be eligible for a one-off Test and Trace Support Payment of £500 from your 
local authority if your child has been advised to self-isolate by their education or 
childcare setting (even where they have not been told to self-isolate by NHS Test 
and Trace). 

To be eligible, you must be either: 

• the parent or carer of a child that is aged 15 and under 
• the parent or carer of a young person aged 16 to 25 with an education health and 

care plan 

You also need to: 

• be on a low income 
• be unable to work from home 
• be taking time off work to care for a child who is self-isolating 
• be living in England 
• meet the eligibility criteria 

You do not require an NHS Test and Trace Account ID number in order to claim. 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/uk-border-control/self-isolating-when-you-arrive
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme#Eligibility


 
 

 
 

 
 
Further information on claiming financial support under the Test and Trace Support 
Payment scheme is available. 

Ask your nursery, childminder or school to provide you with a letter, detailing your 
child’s name and the dates of their isolation period. You will need to use this letter as 
supporting evidence as part of your application. You will not be able to apply for 
financial support without this letter. 

When you apply to the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme your local authority 
will contact your child’s nursery, childminder or school to verify the information 
you’ve supplied. This includes your child’s: 

• name 
• age 
• dates of self-isolation 

This is a standard check against fraudulent claims, and may take place before or 
after a payment is made. 

Finally, please keep in mind that you and your children may need to self-isolate 
when you return from a trip overseas.  Even if you pay for test and release your child 
may still be required to self isolate for 10 days https://www.gov.uk/uk-border-
control/self-isolating-when-you-arrive 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Julie O’Kelly and Bernadette Lee 

Directors and Principals 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/uk-border-control/self-isolating-when-you-arrive
https://www.gov.uk/uk-border-control/self-isolating-when-you-arrive

